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Inder Singh Bisht

NEW DELHI: Appalled by the
sight of women using unhy-
gienic cloth and even jute to
deal with menstrual bleeding,
a bunch of IIT-Delhi students
have set up a unit to produce
sanitary pads which even the
poor can afford.

It was during an education
trip to Rajasthan last year that
the group of 10 students came
face to face with the problems
village women face.

Back in Delhi, the group
conceptualised a project
named ‘Titli’ and went to the
slums and villages of Delhi to
understand more about the is-
sue.

“During our visit, we met
women who were using cloth
pad, piece of blouse - in which
the metal hooks were causing
infection to them - and some
were even using sand to man-
age their menstrual blood,”
said Aasavari, a first-year
Mathematics student at Indi-
an Institute of Technology-
Delhi.

“Most of them were using
cloth or other objects as their
mothers had been using them
for generations. Even though
they were aware of sanitary
napkins, they found them too
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|IT students plan to sell cheap sanitary napkins
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expensive,” said Abhishek
Agarwal, a second-year stu-
dent of Chemical Engineer-
ing.

“The menfolk in such
households preferred not to
talk about the topic, and
hence the women never
thought of it from a health
perspective,” he added.

After market research, they
found that a man in Uttar
Pradesh’s Vrindavan city was

(From left) Mahek, Abhishek, Akansha, Apurv, Aasavari and Aakash.

making low-cost sanitary nap-
kins.

The students went to Vrin-
davan and after meeting with
Mahesh Khandelwal decided
to buy a sanitary napkin-mak-
ing unit from him.

They bought it with the
help of an NGO, Deepalaya.
Agarwal said the actual cost of
the machine is Rs 1.5 lakh, but
they paid only Rs 75,000.

The group has installed the
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unit in Tilak Nagar. They have
also hired six women, all from
the lower income group, to
work on the machine.

The unit uses minimal elec-
tricity and runs mostly on
manual power. According to
the students, with minimal
profit margin and no sales and
marketing costs, the price per
unit will be among the lowest
in the country.

“Currently we arein the
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process of finding a market for
our product. The cost price of
a packet of sanitary napkin is
Rs12.50, and we will sell it at
Rs 20. Each packet contains 8
pieces, making it affordable to
even the poorest users,” said
Apurv, a second-year Chemi-
cal Engineering student.

The pricing model is meant
to ensure that the project is
sustainable and at the same
time the napkins cost little.

“Obviously there is no profit
motive behind the project. We
are doing it for the benefit of
society and at the same time
learning the ropes of entre-
preneurship which will help
us in our future,” said Aakash,
a first-year Mathematics and
Computing student.

Apart from ‘Titli’, the group
is also involved in two other
projects, called ‘Nirmal’and
‘Arth’.

“While Nirmalis about
waste segregation and recy-
cling of garbage, Arthis about
organic farming and how to
make it profitable for the
farmers,” said Agarwal.

“We are privileged to be
studying at IIT here and want
to give back to society,” he
added.
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Athar credits II'T Mandi for success

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 11
Terming his four-yvear
stint at IIT Mandi the cra-
dle where he could evolve
his worldview and nur-
ture his dreams. Athar
Aamir Khan, who has
been ranked number two
in the IAS examinations,
has credited his success
to his teachers.

“I am thankful to vou,
Sir, and the IIT Mandi fac-
ulty for the support, guid-
ance and love. I am proud
to be an alumnus of IIT
Mandi,” he wrote back in
response to a congratula-
tory message sent by Prof

Timothy A Gonsalves,
Director, IIT Mandi. Hail-
ing from Anantnag
in Jammu and
Kashmir, Athar
joined the IIT Man-
di in 2010 as BTech
(Electrical) student
and passed out in
2014,

Sharing the mes-
sage he sent to his stu-
dents, Director Gonsalves
wrote, “Dear Aamir, con-
gratulations on yvour stellar
achievement in the Civil
sServices Exam! I'm sure
that your state will benefit
from your services in the
years ahead.”

Athar wrote back, “T would

Attar Aamir Khan

Practicum 2012 for build-
ing an oil spill removing

like to extend my heartfelt
thanks to the student com-
munity of IIT Mandi
for their warm wish-
es and love. With
warm regards Athar
Aamir EKhan (A
proud IIT alumnus).”

Gonsalves said
Athar while at IIT
Mandi took part in

and oil recovering
machine. He also co-found-
ed the Society for Collabo-
rative Research and Inno-
vation (SCRI) and
Electronics Club. He also
edited Essent, SCRI-IIT -
Mandi Technical Magazine,

11T, 1IM students all for govt internships in Rajasthan

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/IIT-lIIM-students-all-for-govt-internships-in-
Rajasthan/articleshow/52230167.cms

Jaipur: Students from premium institutes like IIM, IIT and NIT, are showing tremendous response towards joining
internship programmes, which would be run by the state's directorate of local bodies (DLB).

In a first-of-its-kind move, the DLB has decided to rope in students from premium institutes for urban planning and for
implementing state and central government schemes at the ground level. After the applications were invited from the
candidates for participation, the DLB has been receiving a good response. "There is a requirement of 70 interns and so
far 53 applications have been received within no time."

Official informed, students of IIT (Kharagpur), IIT (Roorkee), NIT (Jaipur), School of Planning and Architecture (Delhi and
Bhopal), College of Engineering (Pune) etc. have applied for these programmes. During the internship, the students will
work towards heritage conservation, urban designing, green space master plan, master plan for road network, street
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vending, slum development management etc. "These interns will also work to implement Central government's Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and smart city mission scheme."

A senior DLB official said, "For the first time in the country, a government department is running such an internship
programme. We have proposed to introduce this concept as this would bring freshness of ideas for existing employees,
while students would be able to get first-hand experience of the ground reality. Moreover, this will be a learning
experience for the department officials too."

The duration of internship would be between 40 days and six months. The students will also be paid a stipend during
internship. "Stipend will be provided to the candidates based on the course that they are pursuing in their institutes.
Students who are pursuing diploma will be given Rs 6,000 for two months, while students who are doing graduation and
post-graduation courses will be provided Rs 10,000 and Rs 12,000, respectively," said an official.

He added, "The successful candidates will work under a mentor, who will be a department official. After completing
internship, the candidates will submit reports about their suggestions and experiences. Based on these reports, the
department would implement new ideas."

We should have more II1T's: Scientist
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/We-should-have-more-IITs-Scientist/articleshow/52229435.cms

Chandigarh: "The problem of unemployed engineering graduates can be solved by having more IITs," said Anil Kakodkar,
nuclear scientist and former chairman of the board of governors of IIT-Bombay. Kakodkar was present at the Central
Scientific Instrument Organization (CSIO) for the national technology day lecture in the city on Wednesday.

"For around 40-50 years, we had six [ITs and the number remained same. Now the strength of engineering students has
gone in millions and then we worry about the unemployed engineers. Everybody gets employment in lITs. So, going by
that logic, we should have more IITs," said Kakodkar while talking to TOI.

On the unemployed graduates that the educational institutions are producing in India, he said that the institutions are
not to be blamed for this but the 'cultural makeup' has put us in silos. "For creating technology and people who can
deliver things, you need to train the individuals. But that training should not be classroom training but hands-on training,
which should not be restricted to hypothetical laboratory work but it has to be in the field," said Kakodkar.

Teaching, research, translation of that research to technology and successfully migrating that to marketplace should
happen in a higher education institution, particularly in higher technical institutions, added Kakodkar. He also said that
that there is a need to have a very conducive innovation ecosystem, where work is done together to translate idea into
innovation faster.

"Translation of research into technology is an issue and a deep one, the problem needs to be addressed by universities,
policy-makers, industry and society," said Kakodkar.

Kakodkar is also the architect of the historic Indo-US civil nuclear agreement. Talking about the scenario of nuclear
energy in India, he said that nuclear energy as a source of power generation is inevitable in the country, despite

countries like France shifting from nuclear to renewable energy.

At a time when France is reducing the emphasis on nuclear energy as a source for power generation, India is focusing
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more on nuclear energy. On this, Kakodkar felt that we need to move eventually towards the production of non-fossil
hydrocarbon fuel.

"Instead of using the nuclear power plants for electricity, France wants to dedicate some of these plants for production
of hydrogen. They planned to have a program to produce biomass and process that biomass to generate hydrocarbon
substitutes -non fossil hydrocarbon fuels," he said.

There were recent news reports that the Republican presidential front runner, Donald Trump, mentioned Pakistan's
nuclear capability as a 'problem' and countries like India could help to resolve it. When asked about this, Kakodkar
reflected, "l do not know what he meant. We have been a reluctant nuclear weapon country. If Pakistan and China had
no weaponisation, we would not have gone for the same."
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