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IIT, IIM students all for govt internships in Rajasthan 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/IIT-IIM-students-all-for-govt-internships-in-

Rajasthan/articleshow/52230167.cms 

 

Jaipur: Students from premium institutes like IIM, IIT and NIT, are showing tremendous response towards joining 

internship programmes, which would be run by the state's directorate of local bodies (DLB). 

 

In a first-of-its-kind move, the DLB has decided to rope in students from premium institutes for urban planning and for 

implementing state and central government schemes at the ground level. After the applications were invited from the 

candidates for participation, the DLB has been receiving a good response. "There is a requirement of 70 interns and so 

far 53 applications have been received within no time." 

 

Official informed, students of IIT (Kharagpur), IIT (Roorkee), NIT (Jaipur), School of Planning and Architecture (Delhi and 

Bhopal), College of Engineering (Pune) etc. have applied for these programmes. During the internship, the students will 

work towards heritage conservation, urban designing, green space master plan, master plan for road network, street 
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vending, slum development management etc. "These interns will also work to implement Central government's Atal 

Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and smart city mission scheme." 

 

A senior DLB official said, "For the first time in the country, a government department is running such an internship 

programme. We have proposed to introduce this concept as this would bring freshness of ideas for existing employees, 

while students would be able to get first-hand experience of the ground reality. Moreover, this will be a learning 

experience for the department officials too." 

 

The duration of internship would be between 40 days and six months. The students will also be paid a stipend during 

internship. "Stipend will be provided to the candidates based on the course that they are pursuing in their institutes. 

Students who are pursuing diploma will be given Rs 6,000 for two months, while students who are doing graduation and 

post-graduation courses will be provided Rs 10,000 and Rs 12,000, respectively," said an official. 

 

He added, "The successful candidates will work under a mentor, who will be a department official. After completing 

internship, the candidates will submit reports about their suggestions and experiences. Based on these reports, the 

department would implement new ideas." 

 

We should have more IIT's: Scientist 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/We-should-have-more-IITs-Scientist/articleshow/52229435.cms 

Chandigarh: "The problem of unemployed engineering graduates can be solved by having more IITs," said Anil Kakodkar, 

nuclear scientist and former chairman of the board of governors of IIT-Bombay. Kakodkar was present at the Central 

Scientific Instrument Organization (CSIO) for the national technology day lecture in the city on Wednesday.  

 

"For around 40-50 years, we had six IITs and the number remained same. Now the strength of engineering students has 

gone in millions and then we worry about the unemployed engineers. Everybody gets employment in IITs. So, going by 

that logic, we should have more IITs," said Kakodkar while talking to TOI. 

 

On the unemployed graduates that the educational institutions are producing in India, he said that the institutions are 

not to be blamed for this but the 'cultural makeup' has put us in silos. "For creating technology and people who can 

deliver things, you need to train the individuals. But that training should not be classroom training but hands-on training, 

which should not be restricted to hypothetical laboratory work but it has to be in the field," said Kakodkar.  

 

Teaching, research, translation of that research to technology and successfully migrating that to marketplace should 

happen in a higher education institution, particularly in higher technical institutions, added Kakodkar. He also said that 

that there is a need to have a very conducive innovation ecosystem, where work is done together to translate idea into 

innovation faster. 

 

"Translation of research into technology is an issue and a deep one, the problem needs to be addressed by universities, 

policy-makers, industry and society," said Kakodkar. 

 

Kakodkar is also the architect of the historic Indo-US civil nuclear agreement. Talking about the scenario of nuclear 

energy in India, he said that nuclear energy as a source of power generation is inevitable in the country, despite 

countries like France shifting from nuclear to renewable energy.  

 

At a time when France is reducing the emphasis on nuclear energy as a source for power generation, India is focusing 
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more on nuclear energy. On this, Kakodkar felt that we need to move eventually towards the production of non-fossil 

hydrocarbon fuel. 

 

"Instead of using the nuclear power plants for electricity, France wants to dedicate some of these plants for production 

of hydrogen. They planned to have a program to produce biomass and process that biomass to generate hydrocarbon 

substitutes -non fossil hydrocarbon fuels," he said. 

 

There were recent news reports that the Republican presidential front runner, Donald Trump, mentioned Pakistan's 

nuclear capability as a 'problem' and countries like India could help to resolve it. When asked about this, Kakodkar 

reflected, "I do not know what he meant. We have been a reluctant nuclear weapon country. If Pakistan and China had 

no weaponisation, we would not have gone for the same." 
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